Planting a fruit tree
Follow these simple steps to give your tree the best start:


1. Dig a hole about a spade’s depth and around 3ft (1m) wide. Although it’s natural to dig a round hole, a square one is better as it encourages the roots to push out into the surrounding ground. Keep the soil you have removed in a wheelbarrow or on a large plastic sheet.

2. Add a few inches of good garden compost and/or a good sprinkle of blood/fish/bonemeal and work it into the base of the hole using a garden fork. Mixing is important so that the tree’s roots don’t meet a sudden boundary between compost and regular soil. Also, mix some compost into the soil you removed.

3. Look for the slightly darker ‘watermark’ on the tree’s trunk that indicates where the soil level was when it was first grown. Place the bare-rooted tree in the centre of the hole and a cane across the hole so you can check that this line is level with the soil around your hole as trees shouldn’t be planted deeper or shallower than they were first grown. If necessary, add or remove soil to achieve this. Most fruit trees will be grafted onto a rootstock and the join should always be above ground.

4. Remove the tree and put in a short thick wooden stake a couple of inches from the centre of the hole and on the side where the prevailing wind comes from. Hammer this firmly at an oblique angle into the ground using a mallet.

5. Place the tree back in the hole, position it so the trunk is close to the stake but not touching and start to shovel the soil-and-compost mixture back around the roots. Gently firm this in with your boots, being careful not to damage the roots. When it’s half full, pull the tree up an inch and then let it drop again as this helps the soil to fill in around the roots.

6. Once all the soil has been added and firmed, use the supplied strap to fix the tree to the stake, leaving enough room for the tree trunk to grow but not so much that it wobbles about. Also add a protective tube around the trunk if animals are a problem. At this stage I also sprinkle a little seaweed meal fertilizer around and cover it with a bio-degradable hemp mat to suppress weeds. Leave the base free from grass roots. Don’t use a mat if voles are present as they will use it as a home and eat the bark from underneath!
7. If dry weather water the soil well to stop the roots drying out and to further settle the soil around them. Water if there is a dry spell and/or apply mulch  but do not let it touch the bark.
8. If strimming is likely to take place near the tree, make sure there is something to protect the bark, a short wire mesh guard is good.  If the bark is strimmed or eaten by rabbits or voles the tree will die.

9. Apply well rotted compost around the tree in the spring and a sprinkle of lime in the autumn.

