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Spring has sprung, the grass has ris’, I wonder where them birdies is?
Well, they are singing everywhere and the buds are bursting on the fruit trees, after a long hard winter the fruit trees are looking good, fat with fruiting buds
What’s been happening – Once the ground thawed, the spring planting season began with the planting of a memorial orchard at the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust, Caerlaverock for Carol Hesketh who died tragically last September. Carol worked at WWT tirelessly for many years and will be sorely missed, many thanks to those who donated trees in her memory. The orchard planting will be ongoing.
Fruit tree planting continued during March at Shawhead and Twynham primary schools, as part of the Carbon Centre’s ‘Carbon Busters’ programme funded by the Climate Challenge Fund. Planting also took place at Troqueer, and Gatehouse primary schools, Gatehouse Garries Park as part of the ‘Day of the Region’ events. The newly formed Glenkens Community Gardens and Orchard planted donated trees, and trees were planted at Dalbeattie Woodcroft Project, Reading Lasses Wigtown, Kelton Fair Green - Rhonehouse, Talieson - Gelston, Kilquanity Children’s Village - Kirkpatrick Durham, Maracas Park - Moniaive, 
A talk was given to the Eco Church group in Dumfries. If you know of a group, Rural or club that would like to hear about the project Jools is available give an illustrated talk and question session on fruit trees.
Events coming up
By popular demand we will be running a grafting day this summer, date to be confirmed.
In October Threave Gardens visitors centre will be the venue for an art and craft exhibition in aid of the Orchard Project. There will be a private view on Wed. 12th October and you are all invited, put the date in your diary and bring your friends!
In conjunction with the exhibition there will be a children’s art competition, the winning pictures will be on view and may also be for sale.
Funding

There are many schools requiring the low carbon living lesson and orchard trees, unfortunately the Carbon Centre were unable to secure Climate Challenge funding for this coming autumn so your help is needed to plug the funding gap.

Gift form is at the bottom of this newsletter.
A donation of £25 covers the cost of a fruit or nut tree, stake, planting, administration, collection and delivery etc. the donation form is at the end of this newsletter.

The success of this project depends on your continued generosity so please help. 
We are send e- newsletters to keep people updated about what’s happening, please print and pass on to those without the technology and forward to others.
Help

If you can help in any way please let us know - new planting areas, potential memorial gardens, school projects, help with planting, help with fund raising, and of course donations.

 ‘The Orchards and Wild Harvest Project is a local project managed by South West Community Woodlands Trust and supported entirely from public donation and the donation of trees for local community areas. 
The aim of the project is to encourage the people of Dumfries and Galloway to plant and eat locally grown fruit and nuts in order to promote health and wellbeing, enhance local biodiversity and reduce carbon emissions’. 
Print this page and send form to address below
PLEASE DONATE A TREE TODAY

Help us plant fruit and nut trees in Dumfries and Galloway!

To gift a tree 

Fill in details below and send to the address below with a cheque for £25 per tree

Please add the amount on the line that indicating the project you would like to support

You will receive - a presentation certificate letting you know where your tree/s are planted, the certificate can then be given as a present (one certificate per tree).

You will receive occasional communication regarding orchard/wild harvest events and information, and the satisfaction in knowing you are helping to give Dumfries and Galloway a ‘fruitful future’. 

I wish to donate a tree (or trees) to the :-
Glenkens Community Garden and Orchard                                         £………….
Kelton Fair Green  Rhonehouse                                                              £………….

Castle Douglas ARC Orchard 
                                               
        £…………..
Troqueer Primary School  Orchard                                                       £…………..                                                                     
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust Orchard Caerlaverock                         £…………..
Moffat CAN Community Garden and Orchard                                   £…………..
Twynham School edible hedge                                                                £…………..                                                                 
Trees for footpaths and cycleways                                                          £…………..
I wish to donate towards one of the many local school projects           £…………..        

I wish to donate to a Project of your choosing                                       £…………..    
                                                                                                       Total     £…………

Name…………………………………………………………………………………
Address………………………………………………………………………………
Tel……………………………………………Postcode……………………………
Email (for project updates and event info)……………………………………..

I am a UK taxpayer and my donation is eligible for gift aid -  please tick…………….

Cheques to be made out to ‘South West Community Woodlands Trust’ and sent with this form to - Charles Bett (treasurer), Drumwhirn, Corsock, Castle Douglas DG7 3DX

Donation covers cost of trees, guards, stakes, help with planting, project management and maintenance plan

Contact project co-ordinator -  Jools Cox  01556 503 649 joolscox@tiscali.co.uk if you what to add your community project to our list     THANK YOU!
